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Child welfare training focuses on protecting children and strengthening 
families July 24-26 in Bismarck 
 
BISMARCK, N.D. – Child welfare experts and other professionals who work with children and 
families will speak about addiction and trauma, children’s behavioral health, building 
resiliency and coping skills in families, and other topics in areas of child safety, permanency 
and well-being during the North Dakota Children and Family Services Conference,  
July 24-26, at the Ramkota Hotel in Bismarck. 
    
School social worker Kathy Flaminio, who has trained over 20,000 professionals in mind-
body interventions and movement strategies in classrooms, juvenile detention centers, and 
therapeutic settings, will lead four interactive presentations on the science of mindfulness, 
movement and social and emotional learning. Her workshops blend lecture, hands-on 
learning, yoga-based activities and other strategies to help recognize complex trauma and 
the power of healing for children, families and the professionals who work with them.   
 
Other conference presentations include caring for substance-exposed mothers and infants 
during pregnancy and the postpartum period, serving Native American families in the child 
welfare system and strategies for quality home visits between case workers and families. 
Additional topics include exploring creative partnership ideas between educators and 
communities that create a healthy connection for youth and families, the effects of parental 
incarceration and addiction on children and families and the relaunch of North Dakota’s 
Children Caucus. 
 
Three preconference workshops will be held from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on July 23. Topics include 
secondary-trauma training for supervisors, suicide prevention and intervention training for 
social service providers and the Building Bridges Initiative, an effort to build partnerships 
among residential and community-based services providers, youth and families to improve 
lives. 
 
People can register and find the conference schedule and other details at www.cfstc.und.edu. 
 
Individuals interested in the child welfare system are invited to attend the conference. Nearly 
270 people are registered including social workers, counselors, foster and adoptive parents, 
therapists, law enforcement officials, tribal social services staff, juvenile court directors, 
students and other professionals who work with children and families. 
 
Continuing education credits are available for social workers, counselors, attorneys and law 
enforcement officials.  
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Preregistration is encouraged, but registrations will be accepted at the door. The registration 
fee is $150 for the three-day conference. Preconference workshops are included, but require 
preregistration due to space limitation. 
 
Individuals who need accommodations, including auxiliary aids or other services to 
participate in the training, can contact Pete Tunseth at 701-777-3258, ND Relay TTY  
800-366-6888 or peter.tunseth@ndus.edu.  
 
The Children and Family Services Conference is co-sponsored by the University of North 
Dakota’s Children and Family Services Training Center and the North Dakota Department of 
Human Services’ Children and Family Services Division. 
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